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STUDENT YOUTH MANIFESTO
Lok Sabha Election 2024
Youths for Welfare State



CONSTITUTIONAL VISION OF PROVIDING FREE
EDUCATION V/S GOVERNMENT THAT EDUCATION

he only prescription of any time limit in the Constitution of India is

regarding education! Article 45 states that “within 10 years from the
promulgation of the Constitution, efforts shall be made to provide free and
compulsory education to all children in the country”. But what have the
governments that came to power swearing on the constitution done so far?
They have only extorted children and pushed parents to debts in the garb of
fees and donations. While they provide the best of education to the children
of the rich while providing education of bad quality to children of the poor.
The government itself is actively creating a divide between the children
of the rich and the poor based on their economic statuses. This is a gross
injustice being meted out to the constitution and unity of the country. As a
result, children are forced to spend crores of rupees on their education. And
by doing so, the government itself has made way for corruption by pushing
the students to the inevitable situation of having to work only to earn back
what they have spent on education.

WHAT HAPPENS TO STUDENTS WHO DEBT TRAPS WHO
GRADUATE DEBT AND BREAK THROUGH THE MONEY
MAZE?

According to the reports of NSSO, the government’s statistical arm,
unemployment has peaked as it hit a 45-year historic high. On the other end,
for a job call that enlisted only 62 openings, over 10,000 applications were
received. In the state of Uttar Pradesh, for 60,000 vacancies in the policies
department, over 50 lakh young people had applied. These instances are
pointing to the horrors of unemployment. The government today administers
only a little over 2% of the jobs. In such a scenario, instead of creating
jobs, the government has stooped down to levels of claiming that India isn’t
bothered by the issue of unemployment!

JOBS WITHOUT SECURITY - A COUNTRY WITHOUT
FUTURE!

Of all the jobs available, more than 96% are available in the private
sector which offer no job security. Alongside, the governments are hiring
employees on contract basis in their own institutions and pushing youth
to sweat out and labour, without providing them any job security. Not just
that, by recruiting young soldiers on contract basis even in Army, argubaly
the most sensitive realm of defense services, that too for a period of just 4
months, it has introduced a system found nowhere else in the world! After
their contract ends, the young soldiers too are pushed onto the streets who
are to fend for themselves. When young people who served the country’s
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army hit the streets demanding job security, they were also charged with
batons!

But what does the Constitution say?: According to Article 16 of the
Constitution, “No citizen shall, on grounds only of religion, race, caste,
sex, descent, place of birth, residence or any of them, be ineligible for, or
discriminated against in respect of, any employment of office under the
State” Isn’t then, the contract system a clear violation of this value of the
Constitution?

What are we demanding during elections? Beyond the directives and
Code of Conduct prescribed by the Election Commission, political parties
are spreading hatred in the name of caste and religion. Money, alcohol and
personal hatred is driving the politics here. We insist and urge the parties to
leave behind these issues that do not contribute to the lives of people in any
which way and to compete positively on the real issue of provisioning of free
and compulsory quality education, creating decent and secure employment
opportunities for youth according to their qualifications.

On behalf of all the students and parents of the state, we put forth our
demands before the country through this student manifesto:
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EDUCATION

1.

Repeal NEP 2020 and ensure that the implementation of all the
various components of NEP including NCF — 2023, changes
ushered in regarding courses on offer is stopped while ensuring that
the students’ interests are not compromised.

Both Union and State governments must take necessary measures to
ensure that SC, ST, OBC, Persons with Disability and Transgender
community reservations are applicable in all higher educational
institutions including private unaided institutions. Reservations
must be provided in both respects - student admissions and staff
(teaching and non-teaching) recruitment and promotions.
Governments must ensure effective implementation of reservations
in favour of SC, ST, OBC, Transgender community, and Persons
with Disabilities.

The subject of education must be shifted back to the state list
through Constitutional Amendment.

Stop  corporatisation, commercialisation, communalisation,
centralisation, social discrimination and bureaucratisation in
education.

Stop contractualization of teaching and non-teaching posts and their
deployment for non-academic tasks and propagandas.

Ensure adequate and effective implementation of the Right to
Education Act, which enforces Article 21 of the Fundamental
Rights in the Constitution by emphasizing the education of all
children, including children with disabilities, and to provide all
basic facilities immediately.

Kothari Commission had recommended that the government must
spend at least 6% of GDP on education. The same has been reiterated
by many commissions time and again. However, government’s
spending on education over the decades has stagnated at around
2.9% to 3.4% of the GDP. We urge the government to shed its
unwillingness to fund education.

The right of people to free and compulsory education that presently
serves children between the ages 6-14 thereby leaving out higher
education and Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) from
its purview. This right of children to education must also include
the much needed higher education and early childhood care and
education levels of education.

In addition to these demands, enlisted below are specific demands pertaining
to primary and higher education:
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PRIMARY EDUCATION

1.

Many attempts are underway to close down, merge and/or
‘rationalize’ government schools and anganwadis. This is not just
an attack on the public school system, but it also pushes students,
especially from marginalized communities out of the education
system. Hence, any such attempts must be immediately halted. On
the contrary, we urge the governments to adopt necessary steps to
strengthen public education system.

Provide textbooks, note books, uniforms, bicycle, scholarship,
etc. to all students in a timely manner. Stop using Aadhaar Based
Payments system and Direct Benefit Transfer for incentive based
schemes in government schools.

Establish a fully state-funded Common Education System for
equitable, quality, free, just and secular education for all from KG
to PG including Common School System based on the concept
of neighborhood schools. This can be undertaken in a phase-by-
phase manner wherein equal school education of equal quality as
recommended in Empowerment Report 2017 can be put into practice.
Public Foundational Neighbourhood Primary School at village level
from Pre- Primary to Class IV and Public Neighbourhood Day/
Residential School at Panchayat/ Ward level from Pre- Primary to
Class 12 in a phased manner.

Ensure eradication of malnutrition by committing to implement the
breakfast scheme in addition to the mid-day meal schemes (This
breakfast scheme must be accompanied with provisioning of Milk
and other intakes of nutritional value for children). Additionally,
eggs must also be provided everyday to students up to class 10 right
from Anganwadi.

Provide effective training to democratically formed and
constitutionally functioning School Development and Monitoring
Committees in government schools

Stop any further stratification of schools under different names like
Model schools, Schools of Eminence, PMSHRI Schools etc.

To safeguard the interests of children and parents in private
schools (aided and un-aided), to make private schools accountable
to the masses, formulated and enforce strict comprehensive laws
including fee regulation, minimum standards and norms for quality
education and an institutional structure that complements parental
involvement, as is already in place in most states.

Provide in every district adequate number of hostels for Dalits,
Adivasis, OBCs and Minorities, with proper facilities and services.
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HIGHER EDUCATION

1.

W

10.

I1.

12.

13.

Withdraw FYUP, CUET, NEET and JEE and other similar centralised
admission tests and respect the rights of State governments in a
federal structure.

Stop online education; open more regular educational institutions;
and ensure quality reading materials and teaching arrangements for
students enrolled in distance education.

Ban foreign universities from establishing campuses in India.

The governments must not interfere with and/or curb the functioning
of universities. The autonomy of university spaces must be
respected and they be governed in accordance with their own rules
and regulation

Any attempts to distort history and introduce obscurantist courses
must immediately be halted.

Measures must be undertaken to restore and expand social justice
in education for SC, ST, OBC, PWBD (Person with Benchmark
Disability) including establishment of special coaching facilities,
prompt disbursement of scholarships/ fellowships and reservation;
and fill up the existing backlog in appointments.

Enact Rohit Act to eradicate institutional discrimination. Alongside,
Gender Sensitization Committee Against Sexual Harassments
(GS-CASH) committees/cells with quasi-judicial powers must be
established to address sexual in higher educational institutions.
UGC has mandated every university to establish separate cells to
address problems faced by students and faculties belonging to SC/
ST and Minority communities. These cells must be established and
administered as per UGC Guidelines - 1998.

All university and college spaces must be made accessible to
students with disabilities. Also, reading material for students with
disabilities.

Restore campus democracy, academic autonomy, and freedom
of expression. Ensure that students’ unions are recognised by all
universities and colleges. Democratic processes and elections must
guide the functioning of students’ unions in every college and
university.

Stop immediately, any political appointments to education
institutions.

Initiate all kinds of measures to strengthen and expand public
universities and colleges and stop the mushrooming of private
autonomous universities and colleges.

To select/ appoint as ministers of all education related departments
only those eligible persons who have demonstrated their interests in
the field of education, understand the importance of the education
system and are responsive to the demands of students’ and teachers’
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14.

15.

16.

community.

Establish all future public higher education institutions in socio-
economically and educationally backward districts.

Establish at least one government medical college and hospital in
each district of the country.

To safeguard the interests of children and parents in private colleges
and universities (aided and un-aided), to make private colleges and
universities accountable to the masses, formulate and enforce strict
comprehensive laws that include aspects of fee regulation, minimum
standards and norms for quality education, attendance rules which
account for mental health of students and an institutional structure
that complements parental involvement.
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EMPLOYMENT:

Previously, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) rose to power on the plank of
addressing unemployment. The present Prime Minister Narendra Modi had
promised that his government would create 2 Crore jobs. The bankruptcy of
the BJP government came to light time and again over the last 10 years of its
rule as unemployment rates of the country reached a historic high, leaving
the youth clueless. In such a situation, the youth of this country are staring
at the bleak futures ahead. Let alone creating jobs, various reports have
indicated that India had from ‘Jobless growth to Job-Loss growth’ between
2012 and 2018! The unemployment scenario only aggravated in the post-
Covid period! This could have devastating effects on not just the students
and youth of this country but the nation’s economy itself. This trend has to
be reversed immediately and to this end, we demand that:

1. All vacant posts in the government machinery must be filled up
immediately. It infuriates every citizen of this country that despite
India suffering from a woeful undersupply of public sector workers,
around 9.4 Lakh jobs in the government departments and quasi-
governmental institutions lie vacant. Recruitment to these jobs
will not just provide employment to youth, but also strengthen the
government machinery which suffers woeful undersupply of public
sector workers.

2. Scrap the new labour codes and restore sectoral laws including the
two Building & Other Construction Workers (BOCW), Plantation
Labour Act, Motor Transport Workers Act and the Beedi and Salt
Workers’” Welfare Cesses and Welfare Schemes

3. In addition to the same, the youth of this country demand the
formulation of a comprehensive Law that upholds the rights of
informal workers extending Core Labour Standards to all segments
of workers including the wage labourers, the self-employed, the
migrant workers and platform workers.

4. The government must immediately withdraw all proposals to
privatize public sector enterprises which are the last vestiges of jobs
with security.

5. The youth of this country have taken note of how the government
has cut down the budgetary allocation to arguably the biggest job
provider for the rural population of this country,the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA). We urge
the government to allocate necessary funds for the scheme, estimated
to be 2.5 Lakh crore, and ensure its effective implementation. In
addition to the same, a job scheme for Urban Poor, similar to that
of MGNREGA must be instituted. The allocations for this scheme
should be in-line with the estimate of costs - Rs. 3.2 Lakh crore.

6. Increase social sector spending to at least 30% of the budget
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enabling the creation of more government jobs.

Provide financial incentives for development of Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises including providing easy loans at low interest
rates and also reserve production of several items for the small-
scale sector and ban imports of these items.

Until agriculture does not provide for subsistence employment, the
pressures of unemployment shall remain high. In order to reduce
unemployment, it becomes important to ensure agriculture is
rewarding. We demand that the government takes necessary steps
in this regard, especially the implementation of the long standing
demands of the Farmers’ movement to provide MSP on various
farm products.
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The State shall endeavour to provide,
within a period of ten years from the
commencement of this Constitution,
for free and compulsory education for
all children until they complete the
age of fourteen years.

- Article 45 of Indian Constitution

There shall be equality of opportunity
for all citizens in matters relating to
employment or appointment to any
office under the State,

- Article 16 of Indian Constitution
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